“Let’s Boldly Create the Future We Really Want”
June 2020
by Glen Anderson (360) 491-9093 glenanderson@integra.net 
This thorough article expands somewhat on the June 2020 episode in the TV series “Glen’s Parallax Perspectives.”  The TV program was produced at the studio of Thurston Community Television (TCTV, www.tcmedia.org).  Cable TV subscribers in Thurston County WA can watch it on channel 22 three times a week throughout the full month of June 2020:  every Monday at 1:30 pm, every Wednesday at 5:00 pm, and every Thursday at 9:00 pm.
I converted the TV episode’s contents into the article you are reading now.  This article prints out what I said on TV and adds more ideas and many more information resources.  It is posted to my blog, www.parallaxperspectives.org.  See the blog’s categories for “TV Programs,” “Nonviolence,” and “Organizing.”

Introduction and overview:

The TV program and this article start by confronting the serious problems in our world, our nation, and our local communities.  Then we quickly move on with insights and encouragement that can empower you to solve these problems.
This program’s first half invites YOU to tap into YOUR best values and BOLDLY CHOOSE A BETTER FUTURE for our local communities, our nation and our world.
The second half provides even more empowerment so you can actually succeed in solving the serious problems we face.  Many people feel overwhelmed and despair, so this program’s second half helps us move through the negative feelings and into empowering ourselves so we can actually succeed in solving the problems.
It’s a big job, but we really can do it if we use your good values and your bold vision for the future.  
Right now you are reading a transcript of the TV program.  This document and a link to the video are posted to my blog, www.parallaxperspectives.org, in the blog’s categories for “TV Programs” and “Organizing” and “Nonviolence.”  Look for this TV episode’s title, “Boldly Create the Future You Really Want.”
This transcript ends with some resources so you can develop smart skills and strategies for nonviolent grassroots organizing.  My blog’s “Organizing” and “Nonviolence” categories provide a great many additional resources to inform, inspire, and empower you with insights and strategies for the good work you’ll be doing.
I hope you will share with your friends these blog links.


People know the status quo is bad – and they want to solve the problems.
In 1776 the Declaration of Independence included this in its list of grievances against the British Empire:  “In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms:  Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.”  [image: C:\Users\Glen Anderson\Desktop\My Documents\TCTV -- Parallax Perspectives\202_.__ BOLD FUTURE -- VISUALS for thumb drive\04.1 Dec of Independ -- iuDIS30H0E.jpg]

Doesn’t this quotation from the Declaration of Independence sound familiar to us now?  This hard reality is familiar to people who work for peace, social justice, and economic fairness.  We keep petitioning our federal, state and local governments for redress of our grievances, but governments keep refusing to solve the problems.




In 1776 the American colonists launched a revolution based on principles of democracy and human rights.  Why can’t Americans nowadays launch nonviolent revolutions of resistance against the governmental and economic oppressions that grind us down and deny democracy, human rights and environmental health?
More and more Americans are recognizing the hard reality that every system in our society is broken:  foreign policy, national defense, economics, criminal justice, education, industrial, energy, news media, food and agriculture, political and electoral, governmental regulatory agencies, and now even the world’s climate!  All of these systems are broken!
Bob Herbert wrote this in the New York Times:  “America will never get its act together until we recognize how much trouble we are really in, and how much effort and shared sacrifice is needed to stop the decline.  Only then will we be able to begin resuscitating the dream.”
You already know that we must fix these broken systems.  How should we proceed?  That’s what this TV program – and the transcript you’re reading now – are all about!
Trump will NOT “make America great.”  Just the OPPOSITE!  Trump is making America CORRUPT, ANGRY, CRUEL, POLLUTED, IGNORANT, and SICK.
But Trump did not cause the problems all by himself.  He is a symptom of systemic problems that have been festering and worsening for decades.
The problems are bi-partisan.  Both political parties have made problems worse and refused to solve them!
Here is another hard reality:  A dying empire needs to censor the truth in order to perpetuate the illusion that the empire is still alive and well.
So it’s no surprise that the Obama Administration harassed journalists and whistleblowers worse than Nixon or any other presidents in recent memory.  Obama prosecuted more journalists and whistleblowers than all previous presidents combined throughout the 100-year history of the Espionage Act!  Obama’s abuse of journalists and whistleblowers paved the way for Trump to make these problems even worse!  


Election seasons can be especially frustrating for several reasons:

(1)	The US’s electoral system is corrupted by rich individuals and corporations that buy and bribe politicians through campaign financing and lobbying – and also own and dominate our nation’s news media and propaganda systems.  
(2)	Two political parties have corrupted our system to share a “duopoly” of power, and they exclude alternative “third party” voices coming from the grassroots.  
(3)	Mainstream news media are owned by giant corporations that bias their reporting to serve the status quo – and they also exclude alternative voices.
(4)	Reporting about election campaigns focuses on “horserace” aspects and trivial irrelevancies.  News reporting avoids thoughtful, in-depth discussion of the real issues.  
(5)	People think “democracy” means merely voting when 90% of democracy should mean grassroots organizing about substantive issues.  Ordinary people get caught up in partisanship and silly election “news” that distract people from actual organizing on the substantive issues.  Electioneering displaces real organizing to solve our nation’s problems.
(6)	Preoccupation with elections distracts people from practicing real grassroots democracy percolating from the bottom up.  In this way, preoccupation with elections actually displaces and disempowers real grassroots democracy.
The remedy – especially during election seasons – is to ground ourselves in our core values and work vigorously and proactively on the real issues.  


It is hard to make big changes throughout our society:

An ancient Chinese proverb says, “If we do not change our direction, we are likely to end up where we are going.”
A Turkish proverb says, “No matter how far you’ve gone down on a wrong road, turn back.”
Public opinion polls keep saying the American people know our nation is heading in the wrong direction.  We must organize at the grassroots to change our nation’s direction, fix the broken systems, and create a better future.
The necessary changes will not be handed down to us from above as gifts from anyone with official power.  We must organize from the grassroots – from the bottom up. 
I conduct free workshops about how to do that.  See information and resources in the “Organizing” category of my blog, www.parallaxperspectives.org.

Our political crisis goes deeper than Trump and the Republican Party in four ways:
(1)	Both of the big political parties are dysfunctional because both parties have become corrupted by Big Money – and also because both parties have rigged the system to prevent serious challenges from third parties.
(2)	Mainstream news media focus on entertainment and profits instead of truthfully informing the public.
(3)	Big business corporations put their profits first – so they hurt human rights and our environment.
(4)	Our society suffers from longstanding bias and discrimination on the basis of race, religion sex, sexual orientation, immigrant status, economic class, disability, and so forth.
The aggregate of all of these enormous problems feels overwhelming.  The odds are stacked against us, so it is natural to feel despair.  No wonder so many Americans are depressed!
Although the general public tries to deny these hard realities, still the public knows these problems exist.  Trying to deny these hard realities adds even more emotional stress on top of the stress already caused directly by these problems.  
Middle-aged and older people remember when government sometimes was on our side, but young people have no first-hand experience of the federal government ever being our friend, and most young people have never experienced the positive feeling of job security.  We need to recognize the young people who express alienation and despair as “canaries in the mine.”


We cannot escape the need to choose between the dysfunctional status quo 
or something radically different:

Here is a crucially important point:  We cannot escape the need to choose!  Either we settle for the dysfunctional status quo OR we choose something radically better.  If we’re not part of the solution, we’re part of the problem.
More than half a century ago the Spanish philosopher Jose Ortega y Gasset (1883-1955) wrote:  “We cannot put off living until we are ready.  The most salient characteristic of life is its coerciveness:  it is always urgent, ‘here and now’ without any possible postponement.  Life is fired at us point-blank.”  
Likewise, existentialist philosophy recognizes that individuals are stuck in a universe that is indifferent to us – or even hostile to us.  
Existentialism also recognizes not only our freedom to choose but also the absolute necessity of making choices.  We cannot avoid making hard choices. 
This is true now, just as it was half a century ago when the Existentialists had recognized this crisis.  Now – more than ever – we are stuck in a “life-or-death” crisis where everything is stacked against us.  
Existentialists said that – even in such a difficult situation with no good alternatives – we absolutely must DECIDE, and we absolutely must ACT upon our decisions.  Political progressives know this in our guts.
This Existential crisis dogs us day and night.  And really, acknowledging this mess is psychologically healthy.  Let’s accept this responsibility and take the positive, productive next steps I’ll be urging now.


We must ground ourselves in good values, including nonviolence and profound justice:
Many wise people and skilled organizers have urged us to ground ourselves in positive values such as nonviolence, compassion, love, and social empowerment.  
The short quotations on the next few pages affirm these positive values:
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Abraham Joshua Heschel said:

“Just to be is a blessing.  Just to live is holy.”
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The 14th Dalai Lama said:

“Let us reflect on what is truly of value in life, what gives meaning to our lives, and set our priorities on the basis of that.” 

The Dalai Lama also said:

“Compassion is the radicalism of this age.”
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The Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh wrote:

“To develop the drop of compassion in our own heart is the only effective spiritual response to hatred and violence.”
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Albert Einstein said:

“Real human progress depends not so much on inventive ingenuity as on conscience.”
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In his book Doing Democracy:  The MAP Model for Organizing Social Movements, Bill Moyer wrote:
“Social movements must be based on widely held universal values.  To place their social movement in the center of society... movement activists must consciously stand for and articulate the culture’s fundamental values, such as justice, democracy, civil and human rights, security, and freedom.”


My own personal grounding includes: 
(1)	A strong sense of personal responsibility to turn my values into action
(2)	Religious and spiritual beliefs and values
(3)	Belief in the power of nonviolence
(4)	Seeing that my life’s purpose is to help people promote peace and justice
(5)	Seeing the big picture while also taking small incremental steps
(6)	Devising creative strategies for achieving goals of peace and justice
These six anchors ground me for lifelong organizing for peace and justice.  I got active in the 1960s and never stopped.  For more than half a century, these six anchors have grounded, sustained and empowered me.

Will YOU act boldly for YOUR values?
I encourage YOU to live YOUR life meaningfully, vigorously and effectively.  If YOU don’t act boldly for YOUR best values, nobody else will.

We need real hope that’s not merely naïve or simplistic:
The wise historian Howard Zinn wrote:  [image: C:\Users\Glen Anderson\Desktop\My Documents\TCTV -- Parallax Perspectives\202_.__ BOLD FUTURE -- VISUALS for thumb drive\17.1  Howard Zinn   iuV06UJYU3.jpg]

“To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic.  It is based on the fact that human history is a history not only of cruelty, but also of compassion, sacrifice, courage, kindness.  What we choose to emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives.  If we see only the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something.  If we remember those times and places – and there are so many – where people have behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to act, and at least the possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a different direction.  And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t have to wait for some grand utopian future.  The future is an infinite succession of presents, and to live now as we think human beings should live, in defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvelous victory.” 
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The Czech dissident, writer and statesman Václav Havel was a great writer and playwright.  The communist government repressed and imprisoned him, but he emerged from prison and was elected to lead his nation.  He said:
“Hope is not the conviction that something will turn out well, but the certainty that something is worth doing no matter how it turns out.”
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Mohandas Gandhi (the “Mahatma”) said:
“First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win.”
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Josh Fox, the creator, director and 
narrator of the film “Gasland,” said:

“If you don't feel hopeful, you're not doing enough.”
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Nelson Mandela was a South African organizer against apartheid.  He was brutally imprisoned for 27 years.  Then was released and elected South Africa’s President.
Nelson Mandela said:
“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” 


Let’s creatively envision a better future and inspire people to help us build it:
Let’s creatively ENVISION the better future that we want.
Then let’s creatively INSPIRE people to work together to build it!
We grow up in a political culture that shows us only a very limited range of choices, so our political culture remains stuck.  We can make progress only if we create a much wider range of choices – and encourage and empower people to explore and choose wider possibilities too.
We need to expose the Establishment’s rhetoric as lies, substitute the truth, creatively re-frame the issues, and organize to build the new society.
Let’s counter the propaganda lie that Trump can “make America great.”  Let’s help the public see the truth – that immigrants make America great!  Environmentalists, water protectors, and climate activists make America great!  Organizers of grassroots movements for peace, social justice, and Left economics make America great!
Let’s turn the right-wing propaganda on its head, and affirm progressive values!
During crazy political times, humor and creativity are revolutionary acts – and these can be effective in “making end runs” around “politics as usual.”
Let’s help the public envision bold, creative visions and public policies that will serve the broad public interest!  Let’s inspire and empower the public to join with us in building the new society of peace, human rights, fairness, and sustainability.


Our vision and our activities must be very bold:
Yes, let’s boldly create the future we really want!
Public opinion polling keeps showing that the public really does want truly progressive solutions to our nation’s problems.  
Let’s confidently propose truly bold visions and truly bold proposals for public policies!
Let’s strategize and organize truly bold activities so we can achieve them!
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George Orwell wrote:

“In a time of deceit, telling the truth is 
a revolutionary act.” 
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Gandhi urged us to:
“Be truthful, gentle, and fearless.”  
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The American progressive Jane Addams wrote:

“Nothing could be worse than fear that one has given up too soon and left one effort 
unexpended which might have saved the world.”


“Be realistic:  demand the impossible!”

“Be realistic:  demand the impossible!”  That inspiring slogan from the 1968 French uprising is even more important today while we face the climate crisis, escalating danger of nuclear war, and Trump imposing his fascist dictatorship upon us.  
When the problems are so extremely serious, we must fight – urgently, boldly, nonviolently and creatively – for the survival of democracy, civilization and our species.


In the U.S., liberals timidly ask what is “politically feasible” and ask for small changes that the political parties and giant corporations could perhaps be persuaded to grant us.  
However, in Latin America, people demand bold reforms and agitate actively.  
In the U.S., our modest requests are watered down and deferred.  If we want real progress, we must be more like the Latin Americans.
I enthusiastically recommend the book This Is an Uprising by Mark Engler and Paul Engler – and their website, www.thisisanuprising.org 


“People-Power” is powerful!  Yes, we can win!

Dictators are never as strong as they tell you they are.  People are never as weak as they think they are.”  These wise words came from Gene Sharp, the world’s best researcher on the power of nonviolence and how to use nonviolence to remove dictators from power.  See resource information at his non-profit organization www.aeinstein.org 
Martin Luther King said this to about 35 people in a church basement:  “We have the power in this room, if we mobilize it, to change the future course of America.”
Mahatma Gandhi urged us to “Be the change you wish to see in the world.”
Albert Schweitzer urged us to “Do something wonderful.  People may imitate it.” 
Dolores Huerta, one of the strong leaders of the United Farm Workers, stated:  “The great social justice changes in our country have happened when people came together, organized, and took direct action.  It is this right that sustains and nurtures our democracy today.  The civil rights movement, the labor movement, the women’s movement, and the equality movement for our LGBT brothers and sisters are all manifestations of these rights.”
I believe that the Power of the People is more powerful than the people who are in official roles of power!
No elite person who is holding four aces wants the cards to be dealt over again.  That’s why strong reforms can come only from ordinary people organizing from the grassroots.  
Each person can do something!  Together we can accomplish much!

I strongly believe we can solve problems if we:
(1)	Ground ourselves in humane, compassionate values.
(2)	Educate ourselves about the real issues.
(3)	Nonviolently expose and resist the bad stuff. 
(4)	Propose bold, progressive alternatives, and organize strategically savvy nonviolent grassroots movements for the bold changes we want for our society, our economics, our environment, and our politics.


We need to replace the bad status quo with positive new alternatives.
Let’s organize to replace status quo AND ALSO achieve good goals:

Besides protesting against what we oppose, let’s ALSO work just as hard to organize to achieve the positive goals that we want instead!
We need to keep protesting against the cruelty, corruption, injustice and violence that continually assault us.  But if we spend most of our time and efforts ONLY fighting the bad stuff, the oppressors will continue to have the upper hand because they can keep throwing bad stuff at us and we will always be on the defensive.
We need to spend half or more of our time and efforts taking the initiative to organize for the positive goals that we want instead!
We must become proactive instead of merely reactive.  
We must envision the future we want and organize to achieve our positive goals!
So even while we protest against what we oppose, let’s invest even more of our time and energy working to build the society and world that we want instead. 
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And skilled organizers such as Martin Luther King really do urge us to DO BOTH:  Oppose the bad status quo AND ALSO work to build the new society.  Martin Luther King said: 
· “Justice at its best is love correcting everything that stands against love.”
· “We must rapidly begin the shift from a ‘thing oriented society’ to a ‘person oriented society.’  When machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered.”


In his 1967 book Where Do We Go from Here:  Chaos or Community? King wrote, “For the evils of racism, poverty and militarism to die, a new set of values must be born.  Our economy must become more person-centered than property- and profit-centered.  Our government must depend more on its moral power than on its military power.”  (p. 133)
On April 4, 1967, during his “Beyond Vietnam” speech, King said, “Our only hope today lies in our ability to recapture the revolutionary spirit and go out into a sometimes hostile world declaring eternal hostility to poverty, racism, and militarism.  With this powerful commitment we shall boldly challenge the status quo ….” 


Other savvy people have made similar points:
· Angela Davis said, “I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change.  I am changing the things I cannot accept.”  
· Buckminster Fuller said, “You never change things by fighting the existing reality.  To change something, build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete.”
We need to stop Trump’s abuses.  Let’s make Orwell fiction again. 
My blog www.parallaxperspectives.org includes postings under the category headings for “Nonviolence,” “Organizing & Activism,” and “Our Current Political Crisis.”


How do people feel about these problems?

We see so many articles and videos that are full of horrible facts!  Many of those articles and videos use an “ain’t-it-awful” approach.  They overwhelm us further beyond what we already know and fear.
Each crisis alone is daunting, and when several crises assault us all at once, they are even worse.  When we are assaulted in these ways, many Americans feel overwhelmed, powerless and depressed.  
People in progressive movement are not exempt from those debilitating feelings.  Cynicism and despair can inhibit people from acting when our activism is needed most.  
The powerful political and economic forces want us to retreat into powerlessness and despair, because then they can continue abusing us without the public pushing back.
I agree with whoever wrote, “Feelings of powerless, futility and despair are ‘the elephant in the room’ that prevent the broad population – and especially progressives – from making effective action to produce massive change.”  
Let’s help progressives strengthen their determination to stand up for what’s right.  
We need to replace negativism with empowerment and strategically smart organizing!


We can replace cynicism and despair with empowerment and hope:

A basic human need is for our lives to be meaningful.  Being always on the defensive is not nearly as meaningful – or as much fun – as organizing for positive alternatives.  Working for humane, peaceful, just, sustainable goals can give meaning to our lives and help us through these current hard times.  It can also turn history around and accomplish positive goals for a better society and a better world.
I began this TV program by saying there are many serious problems at the global, national and local levels.  We are suffering from many crises all at once.  
We are suffering from climate disruption, political corruption, nuclear weapons, social and economic injustices, creeping fascism, concentration of media ownership, violations of the Constitution, the ineffectiveness of the political process, and many other crises.
It is easy to feel powerless and despair because powerful political and economic forces seem to be using the “shock-and-awe” strategy to overwhelm us so badly that they can force us to just give up and submit.  
Furthermore, capitalistic-owned media fail to cover the cover issues we care about – or they cover the issues with bias that favors the Establishment.  
No wonder so many Americans feel despair nowadays! 
But we can replace cynicism and despair with empowerment and hope, so we really can turn those problems around and create good solutions!



In addition to learning more facts, we ALSO need psychological and spiritual supports and strategies:

I have long believed that the progressive movement tends to bog down in facts.  In order to be more positive and more effective, we ALSO need psychological and spiritual supports and strategies.
In the 1980s President Reagan was recklessly escalating the danger of nuclear war, and he traumatized many people.  Joanna Macy helped people grapple effectively with problems and emerge with energy and hope for making progress.  Joanna Macy accomplished much with her workshops on “Despair and Empowerment” and her book Despair and Empowerment in the Nuclear Age.  
Now Joanna Macy offers workshops based on “The Work that Reconnects” (www.workthatreconnects.org).  These can help us cope with the planetary emergency that is provoking feelings of overwhelm and despair. 


In order to solve the problems, we must organize smart grassroots movements!

In order to solve the problems, we must organize smart grassroots movements to fight back against the oppressors!
The first image shows the dominant understanding.  
The second image shows the power of ordinary people working together.
[image: ]


Almost all of the positive political and social changes that have occurred in the U.S. were achieved through grassroots organizing – many people working together to solve the problems.  
It’s not enough for us to merely accumulate more information and talk among ourselves.  Instead, we must reach out to the general public and move public opinion in order to achieve positive goals.  
“Grassroots organizing” means working with other people – locally and strategically – in order to make good things happen!
If we simply overwhelm people with more facts, we might be making them feel even more powerless.
Instead, let’s expose the political and economic forces that cause feelings of powerlessness.
But when we do this, let’s be sensitive to the public’s current feelings, so we don’t unwittingly blame the public in any way – or push them away from us.  
Let’s devise ways for healing and empowerment.
We can choose not to live by fear.  Then we can act creatively and boldly.

Ordinary people do have power – more power than we realize – and more power than the Establishment wants us to realize:[image: ]

Broad-based “people power” overthrew dictators in several nations, including the famous 1970s nonviolent “People-Power” movement in the Philippines that overthrew the brutal dictator Ferdinand Marcos.  (This photo shows Catholic nuns courageously standing up to armed Filipino solders.).  
The Berlin Wall came down NOT because of the US’s huge military or nuclear weapons, but because of nonviolent people power of East Germany’s people.  They organized in church basements and elsewhere.


In the mid-1990s, Serb militias were hiding in the hills surrounding Sarajevo, Bosnia, and they were shooting into downtown Sarajevo and terrifying the population.  After one day’s Serb shelling killed many people waiting for bread outside a bakery there, Vedran Smailovich, a skilled cellist, performed beautiful classical music outside that bakery.  His bold, creative action courageously empowered people to hear beautiful music and effectively countered their fear.  (I later heard him play the same piece at the Seattle Center.)

Let’s keep asking, “What if ........?”
	What if Thomas Jefferson is right, and the power really does reside with the people – and the power we temporarily grant to governments we can also take away?
	And what if Gandhi is right, and ordinary people can bring down a powerful empire by withdrawing our consent?
	And what if Martin Luther King is right, and “the arc of the moral universe” does indeed “bend toward justice”?
	And what if scholar Gene Sharp is right, and there are at least 198 methods of nonviolent resistance that have been used successfully throughout history against all sorts of tyrants and dictators, including Nazis and communists?

The general public has more people than do the elite levels of politics, the economy and the military.  
We can organize, train and empower people to nonviolently resist any kind of oppression!
The insights in this essay can help us move ahead!
Now is the time to learn how to organize nonviolent social change movements with long-term strategies, nonviolent resistance, and progressive alternatives to the status quo.
For more information – and for many resources – and for information about my series of 6 workshops on “Nonviolent Grassroots Organizing” – contact me at (360) 491-9093 glenanderson@integra.net – and visit my blog, www.parallaxperspectives.org to see the categories for “Nonviolence” and “Organizing.”

As I said earlier, bad things keep happening in political, social and economic realms.  We keep reacting to those, so we have gotten trapped in always playing defense.  This wears us down and causes us to feel powerless.  
Instead of being perennially trapped in defensiveness, let’s make real progress by becoming boldly proactive, devising smart goals and strategies, and bringing people together for exciting campaigns and activities to achieve our goals!
The solution to our current malaise is to create strong issue-based grassroots movements that organize proactively for the political and social changes that we really want!
This is true, no matter which party runs Congress or lives in the White House!  
Deep down, we know in our guts that the problems are more deep-seated than a mere change of political party can solve.  

Don’t look for any level of government to lead us out of this mess.
We must do it ourselves!  “We are the people we’ve been waiting for.”
I enjoy wearing a button saying, “When the people lead, eventually the leaders will follow.”



Our progressive movement must do three things:

Therefore – no matter which issue we’re working on – in order for a political or social change movement to win, our grassroots movement must do three things: 
(1)	Make the issue so hot and compelling that our society, media, institutions, and “leaders” will have to deal with it.
(2)	Reach out to the general public, educate the public, and convince an increasingly larger majority of the public to support our solutions to the problems.
(3)	Mobilize this new majority into an effective nonviolent force that brings about the necessary social or political change and implement our solutions.


Our progressive movement upholds America’s best values:

The powerful forces that promote greed and militarism are violating America’s best values.
In order to win public opinion, we and our progressive grassroots movements must reach out to the public from the inside – as Americans grounded in society’s deeply held best values, beliefs, traditions, and symbols.  
We must show that our progressive movements uphold America’s best values, even while the officially powerful forces are violating these values.
To attract new people to our progressive movements, let’s reach out in friendly, open ways to all sorts of people.  People will be attracted to a movement that welcomes them into working for clearly positive goals.  Let’s help ordinary people see how peace, social justice, and other progressive policies are really in their best interests.  Let’s warmly offer understanding and solidarity.


Devise smart strategies and methods for organizing grassroots movements
that will attract in involve different kinds of people:

Let’s devise smart strategies and methods for organizing grassroots movements.
Let’s replace the old worn-out stereotypes of activism and engage people in creative new ways.
Let’s devise fresh ways to attract people’s attention and help them see our movement in fresh, positive ways.  
Creative strategies, methods and actions catch people’s attention and participation – and they are fun and energizing for us too!  

In order to change public opinion, let’s recognize that “the public” actually includes a variety of constituencies – people grounded in various values and interests – who might have a variety of reasons to support our movement’s goals.  
Therefore, let’s devise a variety of strategies so we can reach out to each kind of person – based on where they are starting from – and show them why they should support our movement’s goals.  
Let’s tailor our outreach strategies for each of these “niche markets,” so we can bring more people into our movement and win a diverse majority of public opinion onto our side.

Also, let’s recognize that instead of simplistic positions of “support” or “oppose,” people’s opinions actually exist all the way along a wide spectrum from strong opponent to strong supporter, with many people undecided in the middle with mixed feelings.  
So let’s devise a variety of different strategies tailored to communicate with – and move – the people in each different constituency – and the people who are at each point along the spectrum.  Examples:
· Let’s devise specific strategies to move people who oppose our goal toward the middle “undecided” point on the spectrum.
· Let’s devise other specific strategies to move undecided people toward modest support.
· Let’s devise other specific strategies to move modest supporters into becoming strong active supporters. 
Likewise, we might devise specific strategies to help people who are not even paying attention to the issue to start paying attention and informing themselves about it.  
Also, there are some people who already know about the issue but have not yet chosen to start working on it.  Therefore, let’s devise different strategies to mobilize these people to start working with us to accomplish our goal.


If we are not changing what a debate is about, we will lose the debate.  We must re-frame the issues and point to the real problems and the real solutions.  

Let’s break the Establishment’s chokehold over our democracy – including the nationalist, capitalist and militaristic assumptions and top-down systems that inhibit changing to a peaceful, humane, democratic, and sustainable society.


Our grassroots organizing works best – and we bring more people into our movements – when we are nonviolent, positive and welcoming:

In order to win, we need to keep bringing more and more people into our grassroots movements.  
Our grassroots organizing works best when we are nonviolent, positive and welcoming.
Most people hate political squabbles.  They hate partisan squabbles – and also any kind of political conflict that gets polarized or negative.  To avoid this polarization, they tend to settle for the status quo and reject anyone challenging it in a confrontational way.  
Very often it is we progressives who are challenging the status quo.  So we must devise ways to propose profound changes   BUT WITHOUT frightening or turning off the public.
Too often we complain about what we are against without proposing a positive vision and positive alternatives that will attract people.
Many people do not want to hear more bad news, so our organizing and publicity should engage people in positive and welcoming ways – and support our positive vision for the future, and our proactive goals.

Instead of repeating the same stereotypes (and methods, slogans, messages, images, and so forth), let’s devise fresh new ways that will:
· Reach out to people where they currently are,
· Engage them, and
· Invite them to participate from where they already are.
Here are three examples: 
(1)	How can we help people who do not yet see themselves as part of the peace movement start to see peace as something they should support – and also see themselves as able to do something for peace?
(2)	Why should ordinary families care about the climate crisis?
(3)	How could we help middle-class people support the movement for a $15/hour minimum wage?


We can inspire ourselves and other people to work for progress:

People’s values, experiences and insights can inspire them to work for progress.
People have an inherent need for their lives to have purpose and meaning – to make a unique contribution to the world’s well-being.  Each person can pay attention to his or her own values that provide a “calling” to make their world a better place.  
People of conscience recognize that – as a society and as individuals – there is a vast gap between where we are and where we could be.  We recognize our individual personal resources (intellectual, spiritual, moral, social, financial, skill-based, etc.) and look for ways to apply them to help heal the world.  
When we do practical work to heal the world, we feel better about ourselves and generate energy and inspiration to do even more good work.

Are we doomed, or is there hope?  Really, it’s all up for grabs.  We decide about doom vs. hope by what we do or don’t do.  
Everything we do makes a difference, but we might not notice the results right away.  Martin Luther King said, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” 




“Hope” is NOT about probability.  “Hope” is about possibility!

“Hope” is NOT really a matter of probability.  Hope is NOT an estimate of whether we have more than 50% likelihood that we will succeed.  Rather, hope is a matter of possibility. 
Hope recognizes that the future is uncertain and – even if we are underdogs with less than 50% likelihood of succeeding – we can still act with determination, take strategically smart actions, and actually turn things around!
During the 1950s and 1960s the South’s racist power structure was VERY strongly entrenched.  The racist power structure strongly opposed the Civil Rights Movement.  The odds were horribly stacked against the Civil Rights Movement.
But listen to the old Black Church’s spiritual music that inspired the Civil Rights Movement.  Their music contained strong inspiration of resistance and hope, and it affirmed divine support for the Movement.  This spirit of bold confidence and hope was absolutely crucial for the Movement’s success.  
If people had a “gloom-and-doom” attitude, they never would have achieved anything. 
The song “We Shall Overcome” has been inspiring many other kinds of people for decades.
Our success nowadays depends on our having self-confidence, determination, and real hope for accomplishing bold progressive goals.
Different people help in different ways.  Some individuals would write to Congress but would never sit on the railroad tracks to block a train carrying nuclear weapons, while other individuals would sit on the tracks but never write to Congress.  Yes to both!  
Other people are happy to contribute financial support – and other people are happy to bake cookies for events.
We need many kinds of people using the nonviolent methods that their hearts and minds lead them to do.  All of our diverse nonviolent efforts are cumulative!
In the 1980s when the Western Washington Fellowship of Reconciliation used to conduct annual workshops about resisting war taxes, Irwin Hogenauer, who had refused to pay war taxes since the 1940s, explained the usefulness of this nonviolent method because, “You never know which one of us will be the straw that breaks the IRS’s back.”
Many people have been inspired by the old story about the Weight of a Snowflake:
“Tell me the weight of a snowflake,” a sparrow asked a wild dove.
“Nothing more than nothing,” was the answer.
“In that case I must tell a marvelous story,” the sparrow said.  “I sat on a branch of a fir tree, close to its trunk, when it began to snow, not heavily, not a giant blizzard, no, just like in a dream, without any violence.  Since I didn't have anything better to do, I counted the snowflakes settling on the twigs and needles of my branch.  Their number was exactly 3,741,952.  When the next snowflake dropped onto the branch – nothing more than nothing, as you say – the branch broke off.”
Having said that, the sparrow flew away.  The dove thought about the story for a while and finally said to herself, “Perhaps there is only one voice lacking for peace to come in our world.”
Farmworkers marched and chanted “Sí Se Puede” (Yes, it can be done) with a strong vision of achieving success.  



Let’s expand the range of choices!  Let’s make new things possible!

Our job is to expand the range of choices!  
Our job is to make new things possible!
We grow up in a political culture that shows us only a very limited of choices.  Most people choose from this very limited range, so our political culture remains stuck.
We can make progress only if we create a much wider range of choices – and if we use our best values and our best thinking to choose the wisest, most compassionate paths forward.  
Yes, it is possible.  Sí Se Puede.
Victor Hugo wrote, “There is one thing stronger than all the armies in the world, and that is an idea whose time has come.”
Nelson Mandela said, “I learned that courage was not the absence of fear but the triumph over it.  It always seems impossible until it is done.”



We need grassroots organizing with smart strategies.
Wise people urge us to TAKE ACTION:

· The savvy historian Howard Zinn wrote, “If there is going to be real change, it will have to work its way from the bottom up, from the people themselves.”
· Wise people urge us to TAKE ACTION:
· Author and poet Alice Walker wrote, “Activism is my rent for living on this planet.” 
· Mahatma Gandhi wrote, “Be the change you wish to see in the world,” 
· Gandhi also wrote, “Whatever you do will be insignificant, but it is very important that you do it.”
· The courageous peace activist Jackie Hudson said, “Take one step out of your comfort zone.”
· The great psychologist Carl Jung wrote, “Children are educated by what the grown-up is and not by his talk.”

Jim Schultz, who worked with the Democracy Center in Bolivia, wrote, “In The Art of War, Sun Tzu said most battles are decided before they begin by the choice of battlefield.  The higher up the political strata you go, the more powerful corporations get and the weaker we get.  The closer to the ground you push, the stronger citizens’ movements are and the weaker corporations are.”
In light of this quotation about citizens’ movements, I believe that if we are frustrated by lack of progress at the global or national level, let’s work on a local aspect of a problem, where we are more likely to achieve some tangible result more quickly.


Many resources are available!

Feel free to contact me for a variety of books, videos, and other resources, free consultations for the issues and non-profit organizations you care about, and additional help, including free workshops I conduct to help you organize effectively at the grassroots level on any issue you care about.  Contact me, Glen Anderson, at (360) 491-9093 glenanderson@integra.net 
See much information, insights and inspiration at my blog, www.parallaxperspectives.org, especially the categories for “Nonviolence” and “Organizing.”
Let’s use creativity, the arts, and humor while working on our serious issues.  Here is a link to an advertisement I created so you can buy your next big pickup truck with the optional “Sea-Level Rise Suspension Package”:  http://parallaxperspectives.org/now-you-can-stop-worrying-about-sea-level-rise

Let’s be boldly proactive, and not merely incremental.  See these items on my blog:
· http://parallaxperspectives.org/how-could-we-move-our-whole-society-higher-on-maslows-hierarchy-of-needs
· http://parallaxperspectives.org/replace-republicans-negativity-and-mainstream-democrats-centrism-with-bold-grassroots-organizing-for-real-progress
· http://parallaxperspectives.org/lets-boldly-create-the-future-we-really-want-2
· http://parallaxperspectives.org/2740-2
The March 2020 issue of Progressive includes an excellent article about Reimagining Democracy.  See https://progressive.org/magazine/reimagine-democracy-taylor/


Books
Many, many, many books and resources are excellent for this topic.  Here are just a few:
· Why Civil Resistance Works by Erica Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan (2011)  (Also search the internet for Erica Chenoweth’s videos)
· This is an Uprising by Mark Engler and Paul Engler (2016)  (Also see www.thisisanuprising.org) 
· Doing Democracy:  The MAP Model for Organizing Social Movements by Bill Moyer, JoAnn McAllister, Mary Lou Finley, and Steven Soifer
· A Force More Powerful by Peter Ackerman and Jack DuVall – and the DVD/VHS series
· Books and other resources offered (some by simple downloads) by the Albert Einstein Institution, www.aeinstein.org
· Books listed as resources on nonviolence at the Lutheran Peace Fellowship’s website.  Visit www.lutheranpeace.org.  Click “Resources” link.  Then click “Nonviolence” link.
· Books by and about Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr.
· Books, articles, and other writings in many places by Michael Nagler and George Lakey

Non-Profit Organizations and Websites
Many non-profit organizations and their websites offer excellent information, insights, and resources.  I especially recommend these:
· For decades I have been recommending the amazingly smart resources by Gene Sharp and others at The Albert Einstein Institution:  www.aeinstein.org 
· Lutheran Peace Fellowship:  Visit www.lutheranpeace.org.   Click “Resources” link and then the “Nonviolence” link.
· Nonviolence International:  www.nonviolenceinternational.net 
· International Center on Nonviolent Conflict:  www.nonviolent-conflict.org 
· Campaign Nonviolence:  www.paceebene.org/programs/campaign-nonviolence
· Waging Nonviolence:  www.wagingnonviolence.org 
· See information about Joanna Macy’s new workshops at www.workthatreconnects.org 

Glen’s closing encouragement:

Many problems exist where we live – in our local communities, our nation, and our world.
Powerful forces benefit from those problems, so they want us to feel powerless to solve them.
But ordinary people have better values and – if we learn how to organize smart nonviolent grassroots movements – we can solve all of the problems.
I am confident that – if we work smart and work hard – we can do that.
Since the 1960s I have enjoyed volunteering for nonviolent grassroots movements.  This has been a lot of fun and very satisfying.
Yes, we can win!

You can get information about a wide variety of issues related to peace, social justice and nonviolence through my blog, www.parallaxperspectives.org or by phoning me at (360) 491-9093. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
I close every TV program with this encouragement:
We're all one human family, and we all share one planet.
We can create a better world, but we all have to work at it.  
The world needs exactly what you can offer!
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