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				Trump Officials Remain Bullish on Trilateral Arms Control and Bearish on New START
President Donald Trump said recently that he is open to meeting with the other heads of state of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council to discuss arms control and will soon put forward a trilateral arms control proposal with Russia and China. But China continues to express its opposition to trilateral talks and has yet to respond to U.S. overtures to begin a bilateral strategic security dialogue.
At the same time, the U.S. administration continues to deflect questions about its stance on the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START), which is due to expire in 2021.
Trump told reporters Feb. 29 that Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and France “all want to now discuss arms control” and that the leaders of those countries will likely discuss the subject at the UN General Assembly in New York in September.
READ MORE






		Washington’s Stance on Treaty Remains Murky. The Trump administration’s continued pursuit of a trilateral arms control discussion comes as the clock continues to tick toward the February 2021 expiration of New START—unless the United States and Russia exercise the option to extend the agreement by up to five years. READ MORE
International Support for New START Grows. Calls from key foreign leaders and former officials to extend New START have intensified amid the administration’s continued indecision on the future of the accord. READ MORE
New START a Focus at Congressional Hearings. Admiral Charles Richard, commander of U.S. Strategic Command (STRATCOM), told the Senate Armed Services Committee Feb. 13 that the “New START treaty has been valuable to this nation and to my command.” Richard, however, expressed concern that the treaty does not cover all types of Russian nuclear weapons and only includes two states. READ MORE
Senators Urge New START Extension. Five Democratic senators wrote to Defense Secretary Mark Esper Feb. 19 expressing concern about the recent deployment of a new low-yield nuclear warhead for U.S. submarine-launched ballistic missiles and called for extending New START. READ MORE






		Russia Continues Pushing for INF-Range Moratorium. Only France and Italy have acknowledged President Putin’s proposal for a moratorium on the deployment of ground-launched, intermediate-range missiles previously prohibited by the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, Russia’s Foreign Minister said last month. READ MORE
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Future of U.S. Open Skies Participation Still to Be Determined. Defense Secretary Mark Esper told Congress in March that he is halting funding to replace the Pentagon’s aging aircraft used for flights under the Open Skies Treaty until the administration makes a final decision regarding the future of U.S. participation in the treaty. READ MORE 
Leaders Respond to Russian P5 Summit Proposal. Russia has received a positive reaction to President Putin’s proposal to hold a summit on international security with the leaders of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council. READ MORE
P5 Discuss Arms Control in London. Officials representing the five permanent members of the UN Security Council discussed a range of arms control issues during a Feb. 11–12 meeting in London in advance of this year’s NPT review conference scheduled to begin in April. They were joined by participants from 16 non-nuclear-weapon states to address topics such as nuclear transparency, disarmament, and verification. READ MORE
Russia Denounces U.S. Deployment of New Low-Yield Warhead. Russia criticized the Pentagon’s announcement in February that the U.S. Navy has for the first time begun fielding a low-yield nuclear warhead (the W76-2) on some of its submarine-launched ballistic missiles. READ MORE
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	March 5
	50th Anniversary of the entry into force of the Nonproliferation Treaty

	March 24-25
	G-7 Foreign Ministers Meeting (via teleconference)

	April 8
	10th Anniversary of New START’s signing

	April 27 – May 22
	Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons, New York, NY

	May 11
	25th anniversary of NPT’s indefinite extension

	June 10-12
	46th G-7 Summit, Camp David
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· “The Case for Extending New START with Russia,” by Frank Rose, Lawfare, Jan. 28, 2020
· “GOP Witness: New START’s Guardians Against Russian Cheating are ‘Best in the World,’” by Jay Branegan, The Lugar Center Blog, Jan. 28, 2020
· “Russia Is Updating Their Nuclear Weapons: What Does that Mean for the Rest of Us?” by Rose Gottemoeller, Carnegie, Jan. 29, 2020
· “Russia killed arms control. Why does it want to keep New START?,” by Kristin Ven Bruusgaard, Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Feb. 5, 2020
· “The case for extending New START,” by Alexander Vershbow, The Atlantic Council, Feb. 5, 2020
· “Trump’s Bid to Go Big on Nuclear Arms Looks Like a Fizzle,” by Steven Pifer, Defense One, Feb. 5, 2020
· “A Plea to Save the Last Nuclear Arms Treaty,” by Madeleine Albright and Igor Ivanov, The New York Times, Feb. 10, 2020
· “The Nuclear Cold War is Alive and Well: Extending the New START treaty could help,” by William Courtney and Bruce McClintock, Inkstick, Feb. 10, 2020
· “Putin wants to extend arms control. What’s Trump waiting for,” by the Editorial Board, The Washington Post, Feb. 10, 2020
· “Where Could the U.S. Put Its Post-INF Missiles,” by Samantha Bowers, Defense One, Feb. 11, 2020
· “The U.S. Should Accept Russia’s Proposed Moratorium on Post-INF Missiles,” by Luke Griffith, Defense One, Feb. 13, 2020
· “Trump is right to bide his time in renewing a nuclear treaty with Russia,” by Michael Singh, The Washington Post, Feb. 19, 2020
· “Extend a Nuclear Arms Treaty,” by Andrei Kozyrev, The New York Times, March 1, 2020
· “Don’t Let On-Site Inspections Go Extinct,” by Roland Lajoie and Greg Govan, Defense One, March 5, 2020
· “Is This the End of the Open Skies Treaty?” by Steven Pifer, The National Interest, March 7, 2020






				Quick Reference Links

	· About the Arms Control Association
· Arms Control Today Monthly Journal
· U.S.-Russian Nuclear Arms Control Agreements At-A-Glance
· The U.S.-Russian-German “Deep Cuts Commission”
· Office of the Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security 
· Archive of  "U.S.-Russian Nuclear Arms Control Watch”
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		This issue of U.S.-Russian Nuclear Arms Control Watch was researched and written by Kingston Reif, director for disarmament and threat reduction policy; and Shannon Bugos, research assistant. 






		Support fact-based analyses. Become a member today. 
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