
Every month since February 1987 the Olympia Fellowship of Reconciliation has produced one-hour TV programs on is-

sues related to peace, social justice, economics, the environment, and nonviolence. 

The Olympia FOR’s program airs several times every week for the entire month on Thurston Community Television 

(TCTV), channel 22 for Thurston County’s cable TV subscribers.  You can see TCTV’s schedule at www.tctv.net. 

You can also watch the program described below (and more than 90 of our previous interview programs and special 

programs at the Olympia FOR’s website, www.olympiafor.org.  Simply click the TV programs link to reach 

www.olympiafor.org/tv_programs.htm, scroll down, and click the program you want to watch.   

Many of our website’s TV program listings also include a .pdf document describing the program. 

 

JULY 2011 

“The Arab World’s Democracy Movement” 
by Glen Anderson, producer and host of this TV series

The Olympia Fellowship of Reconciliation’s July 2011 TV program examines the growing 

movement for democracy in northern Africa, the Middle East, the Persian Gulf states, and 

throughout much of the Arab world.  The movement really took off in early 2011 and is contin-

uing up through our taping date in June 2011, so it has been referred to as the “Arab Spring.” 

As usual, the mainstream news media and mainstream politicians have failed to understand 

or talk about some of the most important aspects of this, and they have described some aspects 

inaccurately, especially reflecting U.S. government bias, rather than understand the authenticity 

of the people themselves in those countries.  

Our guest is Steve Niva.  Steve Niva teaches International Politics and Middle East Studies 

at The Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington.  He has written about U.S. Foreign 

Policy and the Middle East for Middle East Report magazine (www.merip.org), and his writ-

ings have appeared in many other respected periodicals.  He writes especially about unconven-

tional and asymmetrical warfare, and he is currently writing a book on Israeli military violence 

and Palestinian suicide bombings. 

He recently spent almost 1½ months in Turkey and a few weeks in Lebanon, and he lec-

tured at American University in Beirut, Lebanon. 

I have hosted Steve Niva as a guest on this program a number of times because he is so 

knowledgeable about the issues, so insightful in analyzing them, and so clear in explaining them 

so our viewers will understand. 

Our interview explores the factors leading to “the Arab Spring.”  The factors are similar 

across many of the countries we discuss.  Factors include but are not limited to longstanding 

oppression, corruption and repression of dissent;  worsening economic realities and futures for 

the region’s young people;  and yearning for democracy to replace autocratic governments. 
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We discuss the background, emerging realities, and prospects in Tunisia, where the “Arab 

spring” started, and in Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Syria, and Bahrain. 

The context for some of this new movement is longstanding US foreign policy, including oil 

and geopolitics.  While the US government pays lip service to democracy, our nation’s track 

record of actual behavior contradicts that. 

We discuss Iran, which used to be a democracy until the British and American governments 

overthrew it in the early 1950s and installed a brutal dictator, the shah. 

We discuss who is behind the “democracy movement” and another player in the turmoil, the 

“radical Islamists.”   

Is the democracy movement sustainable?  What about Saudi Arabia and other conservative 

elements pushing back in a “counter-revolution”?  Steve has thoughtful insights about this and 

about some interesting aspects of that region’s republican dictatorships vs. monarchies 

What are the implications for Israeli-Palestinian relations? 

What are the implications for Pakistan and the “war on terror” (and Afghanistan and Iraq)? 

What are the implications for US foreign policy overall? 

Steve addresses these and offers his own recommendations. 

The growing movement for democracy in North Africa, the Middle East, and other parts of 

the Arab world are an important historical development.  We watched history in the making, 

and the story continues to unfold. 

Some historians have emphasized how people and nations respond to these and potential 

turning points.  Responding wisely to a challenge can move us ahead.  Responding poorly can 

set us back. 

If we understand what is really happening – and if we value democracy more than raw mili-

tary and political power – we can choose wisely and help democracy and human rights. 

But if we focus selfishly on short-term U.S. geopolitical and military and economic inter-

ests, we will further alienate a large part of the world that we have already antagonized through 

decades of heavy-handed and militaristic policies. 

We must choose.  I hope we will choose wisely. 

Even after the 2011s movement for democracy across the region, this TV program remains 

informative and useful to understand that era, our current times, and the future. 

 

 


